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General Earle was killed.
At first Wolseley hoped he would be able to
continue the advance to Khartoum, and some
contradictory orders were sent both to the
Desert Column and to the main body on the
river. But by February 24 it was evident that
no further advance could be made until more
transport was collected or until the river was
rising. So all troops were ordered back to
Korti.
Kitchener was detailed to examine such wit-
nesses as could be found regarding the last days
of Khartoum. His report, which was not com-
pleted till August, is given in full by Colvile:
the following are the more important points
in it
"The last accurate information received
about Khartoum is contained in General Gor-
don's Diary and dated December 14, 1884.
" The state of the town was then very critical,
and General Gordon states ' the town may fall
in ten days/
" The town was then closely encircled by the
rebels, who doubtless increased the intensity of
their attack as they approached nearer and
nearer to the works.
" The Mahdi was fully aware, from deserters,
of the straits to which the garrison were reduced
for want of food; and it was his intention that
the town should fall into his hands without
fighting, being obliged by famine to surrender.
" About January 6 General Gordon, seeing
that the garrison were reduced to great want